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Populist & Progressive Era- Key People & Terms
1. Booker T. Washington – Founder of the Tuskegee Institute, a college for African-Americans; 
Believed blacks could achieve social and political equality with whites if they learned a skill that 
would help advance their economic status and would then earn the respect of whites
2. W.E.B. Dubois – A Harvard-educated professor who felt African Americans should obtain a 
broad education rather than just a skill, and should protest and use political means in order to 
achieve equality with whites
3.  Susan B. Anthony – 19th Century suffragist who fought for a women’s right to vote
4. Jane Addams – Founder of the Hull House in Chicago, which helped begin the settlement house 
movement to help immigrants and the less fortunate 
5. Jacob Riis – Author of How the Other Half lives, which showed the terrible living conditions of 
the lower classes in cities 
6. Upton Sinclair – Author of The Jungle, making the public aware of the problems of the Meat 
packing industry
7. Margaret Sanger – A women’s rights activist who fought for the legalization of birth control and 
helped found the  Planned Parenthood Federation
8. Thomas Nast – Cartoonist who became famous for exposing political corruption and helping to 
bring down the Tammany Hall political machine in New York City
9. William Jennings Bryan – Became a leader of the Populist movement and called for the free 
coinage of silver, eventually lost four presidential elections
10. Theodore Roosevelt – President of the U.S. from 1901-1908 after the assassination of McKinley, 
became known as the “Trustbuster” and focused on improving environmental conservation and 
consumer protection
11. William Howard Taft – President of the U.S. from 1909-1912, was the second of the three 
progressive presidents, and broke up more trusts than the “Trustbuster”
12. Woodrow Wilson – President of the U.S. from 1913-1920 during the passage of the four 
progressive amendments and the establishment of the Federal Reserve System
13. Progressives – People who were mostly educated, middle-class city dwellers who fought for the 
improvement of many social conditions and the ending of business and political corruption
14. Populist Party – Founded in the 1890’s, and drew its support mostly from farmers and factory 
workers; They fought for an 8 hour work day, a graduated income tax, direct election of 
senators, government regulation of transportation and communication systems, along with the 
free coinage of silver
15. Muckrakers – Journalists who exposed the problems of society
16. Settlement House Movement – Began in U.S. cities in the 1880’s; private social centers were 
created to help immigrants and the poor receive shelter, an education, and other essentials
17. Square Deal – Teddy Roosevelt’s plan that focused on helping all members of society by 
conserving land and natural resources, controlling corporations, and protecting consumers
18. Plessy vs. Ferguson – (1896) Supreme Court case the declared separate is equal and thus 
legalized segregation
19. Sherman Anti-Trust Act – (1890) A law that was passed by congress making monopolies and 
trusts illegal

20. Interstate Commerce Act – A law passed by congress that allowed the Federal Government to 
control trade across state lines and focused on ending the corrupt business practices of railroads
21. Meat Inspection Act – A law passed after the publishing of The Jungle; created regulations for 
the Meat packing industry to protect consumers
22. Federal Reserve System – A national banking system created in 1913 that allowed the Federal 
Government to control the amount of money in circulation and interest rates on loans
23. 16th Amendment – (1913) Began the progressive federal income tax
24. 17th Amendment – (1913) Changed the process of election of U.S. Senators from appointment by 
State Legislatures to a popular vote directly by the people of each state
25. 18th Amendment – (1919) Made the manufacture, transport, and sale of alcohol illegal in the U.S.
26. 19th Amendment – (1920) Gave national suffrage rights to women
27. Graduated Income Tax – A progressive tax that taxes larger incomes at a higher rate than lower 
incomes
28. Initiative – Allows citizens to propose laws to their State legislature’s to vote on
29. Referendum – When a state law is decided on by eligible voters rather than the legislature
30. Prohibition – The term used for the outlawing of the manufacture and sale of alcohol during the 
1920’s
